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Calgary, May 1, 2012 – For the month of April 2012, year-over-
year sales activity improved across all sectors in the city.  Calgary 
residential sales total 2,200 for the month, a 26 per cent increase 
over levels recorded last year. 

“The growth in full-time employment, combined with improv-
ing migration levels, is translating into improved demand for hous-
ing,” says Ann-Marie Lurie, CREB® chief economist. “While sales 
growth does seem exceptionally strong, it is important to keep in 
perspective that the sales activity in Calgary is returning to levels 
more consistent with the long-term average.”

The single-family market continues to tighten, with months of 
supply dropping below three months.  Sales growth continues to 
outpace new-listings activity, placing downward pressure on in-
ventories.  As the market tightens, single-family homes are selling 
quicker, and there has been some upward pressure on pricing.  
The MLS® Home Price Index for the month of April recorded a 
year-over-year price increase of 5.5 per cent for a total benchmark 
price of $449,500. 

“While the balance between demand and supply in the single-
family market has shifted towards sellers’ territory, there are sev-
eral components that make today’s market different from fi ve years 
ago,” says Bob Jablonski, president of CREB®.  “The main differ-
ence is there is still signifi cant supply for consumers in surrounding 
towns and the condominium market in the city, and the new-home 
builders do have the ability to absorb some of the excess demand,” 
Jablonski adds. 

After the fi rst four months of the year, the condominium apart-
ment sales totaled 1,133, a 2.2 per cent increase over the same 
period last year.  Tighter supply in the single-family market has 

translated to improved demand for condominium apartments, and 
consumers active in this market have a suffi cient amount of supply 
and new listings to choose from. 

New condominium apartment listings for the month of April 
rose by 5.9 per cent compared to last year, and remain at similar 
levels on a year-to-date basis.  As the gap between inventories 
and sales narrows, the months of supply continues to trend toward 
levels that are more consistent with a balanced market.

While the condominium apartment market moved into more 
balanced territory, index prices remain relatively unchanged.  The 
condominium townhouse market is trending in a similar fashion to 
the single family market, and recorded a year-over-year index price 
increase of 2.7 per cent.  Overall for the month of April, the condo-
minium townhouse and apartment markets recorded a benchmark 
price of 294,500 and 248,300, respectively.

“While sales activity and the level of new listings continue to 
remain below long-term trends, the spring market is defi nitely on 
the rise over the previous year,” says Jablonski.  “As confi dence 
in the local housing market continues to build, we anticipate a rise 
in demand, followed by improved listings from those waiting to see 
some price appreciation prior to listing their home.”

NOTE: The single family benchmark price has been pushed 
up to levels comparable to those recorded in 2007, but the index 
continues to remain below peak levels.  Why the difference? This 
is mostly due to the community weighting factor inherent in the 
benchmark price.  The index fi gure does not have the same bias, 
and therefore is a better measure of the true price appreciation in 
the market. 
Source: CREB®



On April 26 our 2012 Annual General Meeting went ahead as scheduled, the 12th such Crescent 
Heights AGM I’ve attended. The turnout wasn’t huge, and one is always uncertain as to how to 
interpret a low turnout. Nor was it hardly the barn-burner I attended for the first time in 2001, 
where a big unruly crowd said farewell to a number of outgoing board members and hello to a 
largely new crew. This year in a quiet hall we elected three new board members, introduced to the 
membership one member we had welcomed since last year’s AGM, and said, “Oh, them again” to 
five returning board members. Although our audit for the year ending December 31 wasn’t ready 
for the AGM, it will be very soon as we work through some new procedures and documentary 
requirements of our auditors, and any CHCA member in good standing is welcome to a copy of our 
audited financial statements, once they are ready and all parties have signed off on the documents. 
Treasurer Daniel Dang instead presented an abbreviated financial snapshot of CHCA’s continuing 
robust good health.

For the coming year we welcome a new Secretary to the Executive Committee (consisting of the 
President, Treasurer and Secretary) in Leslie Marion. Leslie has been attending our board meeting 
for much of the last year and occasionally made a start on the minutes of our monthly meetings. 
Also joining us are Allan Anderson, and a nominee who put her name forward at the AGM, Kellee 
Grounds. Allan and Kellee live on the west and east sides of Crescent Heights, respectively, and 
both come to our board with a passion for Traffic, especially high-speed and high-volume cut-through 
traffic. At our first monthly board meeting following the AGM on May 8, rather than have Kellee and 
Allan arm-wrestle for the Traffic directorship, it was decided that they will share the “portfolio” (and 
the learning curve), and each will have primary responsibility for their sector of the community and 
the unique traffic issues facing them. Many years have passed since Crescent Heights’ watershed 
Y2K Traffic Study was conducted. And although some of the final traffic calming measures have 
gone into effect only in recent years, it will be good to take a fresh look at some outstanding issues 
in respect of traffic, including some unintended consequences of measures already in place. We’ll 
throw out the spike belts first and ask questions later.

Leaving us this year are two colleagues who will be sorely missed. Anne Underwood has been 
our Secretary for a number of years and is cycling out to attend to increased demands of her real 
working life. Thanks to Anne for keeping our records and filings and monthly minutes meticulously 
up-to-date. And thanks also to her for often interjecting a note of caution when the idea factory 
threatened to throw a flay rod. Her great good sense and wise counsel has kept us from the weeds 
on more than one occasion.

George Wowk has been our Traffic Director for the last couple of years, but he and his family have 
decided to leave Crescent Heights for other, though certainly not greener, pastures. In addition 
to his Traffic role, George has provided us with a robust and thoroughly modern set of Bylaws. 
Coincidentally, Anne has provided detailed comments and queries on the draft bylaws that we will 
be considering in the coming months. In doing so, we will further shape the draft to suit the nature 
and structure of our organization, circulate them to members and then bring everyone together to 
adopt them. Watch this space for future developments.

President’s Notebook
by John McDermid

www.calgaryarea.com/nw/crescenthts/crescent.htm
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President’s Notebook cont. from page 3
A sincere thanks to Anne and George for the many hours they have given 
us from their busy lives, we thank you for your contributions to a better 
quality of life in our community.

As of that May 8 monthly board meeting, we have some new and 
continuing board roles and responsibilities: unable once again to move 
out of the path of this slow-moving train, I continue as president. Rumours 
from late last year that the role would be recast as “President for Life” 
are utterly unfounded: the motion was soundly defeated and the issue 
won’t be raised again until autumn. Daniel Dang agrees to continue as 
Treasurer, a boon to the community as our recording, reporting and filing 
requirements seem to become more onerous with each passing year. 
Leslie Marion completes her apprenticeship and assumes the Secretary’s 
role. Darlene Jones will continue as Planning Director, overseeing our 
most active committee, which in turn oversees the ongoing redevelopment 
of our community in its residential and commercial areas. Dan Shield 
continues in his Facility Operations role as we embark on the next round 
of hall maintenance, repair and upgrade initiatives. He is considering an 
expanded role to include wrangling rabbits in Crescent Park, in preparation 
for the possible return of an autumn social event, Bratwurst, Bunnies and 
Beans. As noted, Allan Anderson and Kellee Grounds will share and 
breathe new vigour into our always-important Traffic “portfolio”. Jack “lock 
and load” Lawson will continue as Crime Prevention director, with his 
vitally important involvement in both the Building Safe Communities and 
Neighbour to Neighbour programs. Saddle up, indeed.

It was not just a River and Pathway Cleanup, but the 45th Annual River 
and Pathway Cleanup on Sunday, May 6. Our head count for this event 
was lower than normal, and there was speculation that the Jane’s Walks, 
occurring on May 5 and 6, may have stolen away some our regular 
volunteers. We did complete our river reach however, with thanks to Leslie 
Marion, Marlene Foley, Erina Possak, Sue Beugin (from neighbouring 
Rosedale) Brian Hohm and Professor Z. The rains and snow from the 
previous day made the going a little tougher on the rough terrain and 
uneven ground, but we made a very good haul from the riverbank and 
pathway areas, as well as a good scouring of McHugh Bluff below Meredith 
Road and areas west of Meredith. Thanks to everyone who was able to 
come out and join up afterward at the Fiddler’s Courtyard for restorative 
beverages. Nachos were there, and a large platter of very tasty deep fried 
things, with savoury dips to dip them in. I believe I’ve attended almost as 
many R&P Cleanups as AGMs but my event T-shirts only go back as far 
as 2005. Anything, sir, for the T-shirt.

Building Safe Communities has now gone through three organizational 
meetings and now begins to give shape to the initiatives on which the 
founding group converged. May 27 will see the first outwardly visible 
signs of the program, as participants reach out to visitors to the Crescent 
Heights Community Cleanup, in association with Bylaw and the City Solid 
Waste Services. BSC volunteers will be on hand distributing information 
and fabulous swag to interested residents. Over the course of our three 
meetings, head count has been successively lower from one meeting 
to the next, a somewhat troubling trend, but we believe that once the 

operational initiatives begin in earnest, our participation rates will pick up 
once again.

So are we witnessing a troubling trend in these reduced headcounts for 
the AGM, River and Pathway Cleanup and our Building Safe Communities 
initiative, just in its infancy? Is CHCA in need of renewal? It may be that for 
more than a decade of fairly prudent, cautious and competent governance 
of the community association, many are content to just leave it to hum along. 
But as AGMs come and go, it can be hard to drink that much wine and eat 
that much cheese with only a few people on hand. And for the volunteer-
dependent efforts we sponsor, most are of the “many-hands-make-light-
work” kind, making it more difficult for our few returning volunteers (the 
“usual suspects”). Your thoughts and ideas are always welcome.

Our annual Stampede Breakfast, for example, is set for Sunday, July 15, 
the last day of this year’s centennial edition of the Stampede. Come out 
and join your neighbours for tasty sausages, pancakes that are as light as 
a feather (until you hit them with real maple syrup). This might be a further 
test of the vigour of our core volunteer base: if you can help out on the day 
of the event or in advance, please contact us at chcaboard@hotmail.com, 
or contact me directly at 277-8653.

The thorny question of the Rotary Park splash park fencing continues to 
generate debate: on April 30 we met with an owner of a condominium 
unit in the condominium building closest to the Rotary Park splash park. 
In the weeks prior to that meeting, we were advised of a unanimous 
motion passed by the building’s condo board expressing support for the 
existing ornamental metal fence. In past years the former wading pool had 
been a gathering place for unwanted late night visitors. Residents living 
closest to the splash park are worried that the removal of the fence or its 
replacement with a more porous barrier would welcome back these late 
night revelers. The cushioned active surface of the new splash park will be 
a less than ideal surface for skateboarding, but an ample concrete apron 
surrounds it. Nearby residents remain wary of losing the exclusionary 
quality of the existing fence for after hours peace and quiet and in the 
lengthy off-season. From a recent visit to Canmore Park in the north west, 
I cannot but observe, and wryly, that Rotary Park has fared a great deal 
better in splash park fencing than our neighbours did: their very similar 
splash park, paid for with the same tranche of federal stimulus money, is 
protected with a truly brutal eight foot chain link fence (see photo on page 
7, Canmore Park, NW Calgary). Perhaps we should count our blessings 
and thank Calgary Parks for the significant upgrade. Our work continues 
with the Rotary Park Planning Committee and the City to address the lack 
of separation between the playground and adjacent off-leash areas.

On a recent visit to the Green Calgary Association’s Eco-store to purchase 
downspout diverters for our rain barrels, I noticed that large plastic rain 
barrels will be discounted on Saturday June 2, at the First Calgary 
Financial location on 16th Avenue NE next door to Co-op. The barrels, 
complete with a spigot, are normally $70 but will be available on June 2nd 
for only $50. Into each barrel some rain must fall.





President’s Notebook cont. from page 5
Upcoming in August, Crescent Heights will again host a Park and Play 
program for August 7-10. See the City of Calgary’s website for details. 
Park and Play is a free outdoor drop-in program for kids ages 6-12, with 
fun activities including games and crafts. At the same time, the Stay and 
Play program is for kids 3-5, who must be accompanied by a parent or 
guardian to join in the fun. These are free outdoor programs hosted by 
the City of Calgary and CHCA at the community hall. No strong beverages 
are served at any time. Cheers. 

Splash Park Fencing - Canmore Park, NW Calgary

Newsletter Editorial Deadlines
The Crescent View is published ten times per year. 

Deadline: The 10th of each month for the following month. For example: 
To be published in the June issue, the deadline is May 10. Special 
September issue deadline: August 5 (to accommodate all the ‘back-to-
school’ material).

The July/August issue is combined into one publication and so is the 
December/January issue. The deadlines for these two issues are June 
10 and November 10 respectively.

Please email your articles or event listings, as an attachment in MS Word 
form, to Elizabeth Hancock at elizhancock@shaw.ca.

A special “thank you” to
Gail & Francis Ziegler 

for helping to deliver The Crescent View.

Your volunteer efforts are very much appreciated!

Thank You 
A special “thank you” to new member 

Louann Smith who made a donation to the CHCA .
Your support is very much appreciated!





Join our
Crescent View enRoute Challenge!
Take a pic at Stampede, at work, around town, with family, with 

friends, with a celebrity... just about anywhere!
Send your pic to: ellisevansdesign@shaw.ca

Wm Shakespeare Statute, 
Stratford, ON - Michael W.

All photos courtesy of Michael W. -wow!

Cape Forchu, Yarmouth, NS

Wild Goose Statue, 
Wawa, ON

Kakabeka Falls, 
Thunder Bay

Kingston Penitentiary

Reversing Falls, St John, NB

Terry Fox 
Monument, 

Thunder Bay

Lift Locks, 
Peterborough, ON

Max the Moose, Dryden





McHugh Bluff Walking Tour
by Professor Z
McHugh Bluff and Crescent Road were recently the subject of a “Jane’s 
Walk” which took place this past May 5th, on a balmy (for January!) 3 
degree Celsius day. The Jane’s Walk was organized by Crescent Heights 
resident Judith Umbach and was co-led by Jacelyn Benner, also from 
Crescent Heights, and by Sue Beugin of Rosedale. For those unable 
to attend the Walk, what follows will allow those interested to take 
themselves on a self-guided tour in the event our weather ever becomes, 
well, clement. The Jane’s Walk dealt not only with the history of the region 
but covered the historic homes on Crescent Road as well as some of 
the current controversial issues surrounding the bluff itself; this article 
however will deal with the area’s history only. 
 
General History of Area, post-1882
McHugh Bluff is named after Ottawa-born Felix McHugh who arrived in 
Calgary in 1883 at the age of 32. His connection with the Sunnyside area 
dates back to shortly after his arrival when he and his brother Thomas 
homesteaded the southeast quarter of Section 21, bounded on the east 
by 4th Street NW and on the west by 10th Street NW. The fenced home 
portion of McHugh’s quarter section was located on the flats about two 
blocks west of the spot where the Calgary Curling Club now stands. 

In order to obtain title to an eligible quarter section of land under the 
1872 Dominion Land Act, a prospective purchaser was required to “prove 
up” their claim by fencing and cultivating a portion of their land and by 
constructing a home there, all within a three year period. McHugh fulfilled 
all these requirements but after the Calgary area had been surveyed 
during the Dominion Land Survey of 1883, he learned that his claim was 
located not on government land, but on CPR property. The CPR had 
previously been granted the odd-numbered sections along the railway 
corridor in the West as part of their compensation for building the railway. 
Later on, McHugh purchased an acre of land in the Sunnyside area from 
a company affiliated with the CPR, and built a house on 9A Street NW 
near Memorial Drive. 

Late in his life, Felix McHugh waged a legal battle with the Union Bank 
following their seizure of 1600 head of horses to satisfy a $40,000 
overdraft. The matter was escalated all the way through the Canadian 
courts to the Privy Council in England, who ruled in McHugh’s favor over 
the rate of interest charged, the injuries incurred by the horses and their 
improper sale. Sadly, the court’s ruling was delayed until well after Felix’s 
passing in 1912 at the age of sixty one. 

Despite many hardships including the ones just mentioned, McHugh was 
nevertheless a prominent early Calgarian involved in profitable ranching 
and timber businesses as well as with contract construction work for the 
railways. He is also known for erecting the first building in the Calgary 
townsite, at Eighth Avenue and First Street SE, in 1884. At death, Felix 
McHugh was survived by his wife Florence and seven children.

The adjacent quarter section to the east of Felix McHugh’s initial location 
in Sunnyside was the southwest quarter of section 22 (east of 4th Street  

 

NW running to 1st St NE) which was homesteaded successfully in the 
early 1880’s by ex-NWMP officer Philip Van Cortlandt, who by 1891 had 
subdivided that portion of west Crescent Heights south of 8th Avenue 
NW. 

McHugh Bluff is bordered by three distinct communities: Sunnyside, 
Crescent Heights and Rosedale

South of the escarpment, Sunnyside was subdivided in 1906 and was 
annexed by the City in 1907; since the area was subject to frequent 
flooding, property there was priced accordingly and thus became popular 
with CPR workers and Eau Claire sawmill employees who built modest 
homes there. Spring floods persisted until levees had been built along 
the north reaches of the Bow River, and until the Bearspaw Dam was 
completed in 1954.

Centered on 16th Avenue NW and running south to 8th Avenue North, 
the original community of Crescent Heights was first subdivided in 1906 
by A.J. McArthur; it became a village in 1908 and was later annexed by 
the city in 1910. Residential development in the community was densest 
around the hub at 16th Avenue and 1st Street NW while the southerly 
reaches were slower to develop. 

After initially being surveyed in 1907 by developers Robertson and Madill, 
residential growth in the then suburban community of Rosedale was even 
slower to materialize, likely a consequence of its distance from the two 
bridges spanning the Bow River to the south, as well as the depressed 
real estate conditions following the outbreak of World War One. When 
property development did occur, it moved from east to west. In the late 
twenties and early thirties, infilling from 5th street to 7th Street in the 
district occurred with the final push coming after World War Two when 
the City auctioned off the remaining lots in the western reaches of the 
district. 

The entire escarpment area, extending from 10th Street NW to Centre 
Street, was named McHugh Bluff in 1990. 

Glenbow Archives na-844-4



We welcome Social Services patients!
ABOUT U DENTAL

We treat you as family!
DR. DAVID DYRHOLM, DDS     DR. ALENA SMADYCH, DDS

 New patients always welcome
After hours emergencies accepted

Open 6 days/week - including evenings
Direct-billing to your insurance available

*FREE WHITENING* 
With a New Patient Exam 

CALL US AT 403-288-4444 
#102-16 AVENUE NE   

WEBSITE: WWW. ABOUTUDENTAL.COM
EMAIL: ABOUTUDENTAL@YAHOO.COM

FREE PARKING!

Children’s Summer Camp!
Full day weeklong camp for children

entering Kindergarten through Grade 6

July 30 - August 3 or August 13 - 17

1212 - 1 Street NW, Calgary, AB

(Crescent Heights Baptist Church)

$100/child, 

$50 for additional children (same family)

Subsidies are available.

Ph: 403.991.3346 
Email: goodtreefellowship@yahoo.ca

Website: www.goodtree.ca/summerdaycamp
   www.crescentheightsbaptist.com

Sponsored by: Blessed Christian Church Society

Thank you
for your support

Cecilia Low



McHugh Bluff cont. from page 11
Stopping Points, East to West along brow of hill
Brow of the hill at 1st Street NW- The road from the first Centre Street 
Bridge (1907-1915) zigzagged up the hill; first east, then west, arriving 
at the ridge at about Centre A Street NW. The first bridge was partially 
destroyed by spring flooding in 1915; a section broke off and floated 
downstream, carrying with it three stranded passengers. Two of the three 
were senior city officials who were both rescued by the fire department near 
the Langevin Bridge; the third person drowned. Prior to the completion of 
the present bridge in 1917, streetcars from Sunnyside- including an open-
air sightseeing car- proceeded west along 2nd Avenue NW and up the hill 
following approximately the same route as the paved pathway that we see 
before us sloping off to the west. After the new Centre Street bridge was 
completed, the Sunnyside streetcar took a less dramatic route up the hill, 
arriving at the north side of the bridge where the bus stop stands today 
opposite the base of Samis Road. Many Sunnyside residents boarding 
this streetcar were CPR employees on their way to work at the Ogden 
shops. Although initially open to both cars and streetcars, the route was 

closed in the early 40’s following numerous washouts. Another noteworthy 
item is that prior to bridge construction, the escarpment east and west of 
Centre Street previously formed a continuous ridge until excavation of 
the Centre Street “gorge” running up to 7th Avenue was undertaken to 
provide a less radical gradient on the north approach to the bridge. The 
modern home you see standing at the far eastern end of Crescent Road 
is owned by a well-known communications magnate; its purchase price 
of $7.5 million set a Calgary MLS record in 2008. It replaced one of the 
earliest homes in the area known as the Buena Vista, a large 2 storey 
brick and sandstone home built in the 1907-1910 era. The Buena Vista 
was converted to apartments in the 1920’s and was destroyed by a fire in 
1999, apparently caused by squatters. 

2nd Street NW- Part way down the escarpment at about 2nd Street 
was a cave once known by many children as Twenty Boys’ Cave, which 
presumably described its size, although we’ll have to allow for the possibility 
of exaggeration here. Some Rosedale residents have also confessed that 
in their misspent youth they had rolled truck tires down this section of the 
hill toward houses sited about where the Curling Club is now. There’s 
no evidence that anyone was ever injured though and reportedly just a 
few fences were damaged as a result. The Calgary Curling Club to the 
southwest was first constructed in 1954 but was later destroyed by fire in 
1976; the present structure rose from the ashes a year later.

Crescent Park- On the north side of Crescent Road, this park- home 
to the Crescent Heights Community Association- was acquired by the 
city in 1922 from the McArthur Estate. The land was originally set aside 
by Archibald McArthur for future use as a Baptist College. Following 
McArthur’s passing in June 1911, it was briefly considered in 1919 as 
a site for the forerunner of SAIT Polytechnic, a teacher’s college known 
as the Normal School, which was instead built in its present location 
overlooking Riley Park. Although Mayor George Webster planted a 
ceremonial tree here at the park’s dedication in 1923, it was due to the 
efforts of the Crescent Heights and District Horticultural Society as well as 
many area residents that most of the trees and shrubs were purchased 
and planted later that year.
At 4th Street, we leave the district of Crescent Heights and enter that of 
Rosedale. The border’s unpatrolled.

4th Street NW- According to Thomas Mawson’s 1914 City Plan, 4th Street 
was to have been a major regional north/south route, with a number of 

radial roadways (“spokes”) 
originating at the hillcrest. 
His plans also called 
for a continuous public 
promenade along the brow 
of the hill all the way from 
Tom Campbell Hill west to 
10th Street NW; the 4th 
Street roadway ran over a 
bridge connecting Prince’s 
Island with the north 
side of the Bow and then 

passed under the promenade at the top of the hill. The entire escarpment 
was to have been developed as a public green space, and it would now 
seem that Mawson was prescient, in this regard at least. One idea that 
would have been short-lived had it been adopted was his plan to build 
a “funicular” elevator from the top of the Centre Street hill to a low-level 
bridge at the base which would transport vehicles and pedestrians in both 
directions. Traffic congestion would have become a big issue within only 
decades of completion!

In the vicinity of 4th Street and at the base of the hill, Felix McHugh once 
operated a quarry adjacent to his Sunnyside property, one of two in the 
area. Looking at the base of the bluff to the west of 4th Street, slope 
instability became a big headache for residents in the vicinity of 5th and 
6th Street in the 1930’s and 40’s, culminating in a May 1948 incident 
when over 20,000 cubic yards of earth slid down the hill, narrowly missing 
a cluster of houses on the north side of 9th Avenue. Although the City 
paid affected homeowners to relocate, it didn’t immediately dispose of all 
the houses. Following the incident, a number of slope stabilization efforts 
could be seen along the bluff (1948, 1949, 1957 and 1964). Another 
interesting fact about the escarpment in the area of 6th Street to the west: 
it is thought to have once been a “buffalo jump” site and it was hence 
common for early residents of Sunnyside to decorate their fences with 

Glenbow Archives na-5093-413



2012 Canadian 
Track & Field Trials
The City of Calgary Recreation is celebrating 
its centennial in 2012! June’s signature event 
as The City of Calgary Recreation hosts the 
2012 Canadian Track & Field Trials. Cheer on 
Canada’s Olympic hopefuls as they compete 
to qualify on a spot to represent Canada at the 
London 2012 Summer Olympics in England. 

There will be a fun, family festival running at 
the park during the trials that includes athlete 
autographs, games and a chance to learn 
proper run, jump and throw techniques with 
Canada’s elite athletes. We invite you to get 
active and join us!

Canadian Track & Field Championships
June 27-30, 2012 

Foothills Athletic Park

Did you know that in 1910 The City owned 3 
athletic fields at Victoria, Mewata and Riley 
Parks, and James Shouldice donated 100 
acres of land to be used for games, sports and 
other recreational activities? Shouldice Park is 
still used today, and now offers an artificial turf 
field to help extend the play season for sports 
groups. 
In 1970, the Recreation department and local 
school boards worked together to build The 
City’s two outdoor tracks: Glenmore Athletic 
Park and Foothills Athletic Park. 
To learn more about the history of recreation 
in Calgary or to attend our numerous special 
events being held throughout the year, visit 
www.calgary.ca/rec100. The City of Calgary 
Recreation – a century of achievement and a 
future of possibilities.

We look forward to meeting you!
Tom Pecek And Associates

#5, 1217 Centre St NW
Tel 403.230.2288 Fax 403.230.8800

Mondays to Fridays 9:00am - 7:00pm
Saturdays 9:00am - 5:00pm Sundays & Holidays - Closed

Tom Pecek and Associates 

General Dentistry
Our clinic is recently under new ownership, and Dr. Tom Pecek and 
our team look forward to meeting residents of the Crescent Heights/ 
Bridgeland community! We strive to provide personalized, quality care 
to all our clients, and to empower them to make informed decisions 
about their oral health. 

• Flexible Evening and Weekend Appointments Available
• Direct Billing to your Insurance Company (you pay only the difference)

• New Patients and Emergencies Welcome
• Complimentary Consultations (implants, cosmetics, orthodontics, 2nd opinions)

• Languages Spoken Including English, Cantonese, Mandarin, Vietnamese
• Free Parking

www.pecekandassociates.com



buffalo skulls unearthed during the construction of homes at the base 
of the hill. Depending on one’s perspective, the slope in this vicinity has 
been referred to in the past as either the Sunnyside Hill or the Rosedale 
Hill. The section of Sunnyside east of 5A St NW was originally known as 
New Edinburgh.

Brow of hill at 7A Street NW- The property to the east at the far south 
end of the street was known for many years as the Bishop’s Palace, after 
its purchase in 1919 for $9,000 by the Roman Catholic diocese. Built 
in 1911 by Henry Madill, one of the original Rosedale land developers, 
the mansion was later used as a home for retired priests; in more recent 

years it has fallen back into private hands, including for a time those of 
the Mannix family. Where the hospice now stands is the former site of 
the Ex-Sheriff King home, built in 1922 and demolished in 1980. The 
sheriff in question was Peter Willoughby King, who gave up his federal 
appointment as Alberta district sheriff in 1905 upon Alberta’s entry into 
Confederation. He died in 1920, but had directed that the proceeds of 
his estate be used to construct a home for women and children in need. 
During construction of the Ex-Sheriff King home, a number of aboriginal 
artifacts and skeletons were unearthed, raising the possibility that the 
site was formerly a burial ground. On the east side of the escarpment in 
this vicinity was a natural spring that was used by both Sunnyside and 
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Rosedale residents as a source of drinking water when Bow River water 
became muddy in the spring. 

Brow of hill due south of 918 Crescent Road NW- Looking due west 
toward 10th Street (once known as the Morleyville Road), the fact that 
the slope is a former roadway connecting 10th Street to Crescent Road 
can readily be seen. In 1907, this road appeared on Rosedale subdivision 
maps as James Street, but for most of its life was just 8th Avenue NW. 
The route was closed in 1982 at the request of Rosedale residents, due 
to traffic concerns. For many years, there were two Tudor-revival style 
homes of 1920’s vintage perched above 8th Avenue west of the Crescent; 
one known as the Choates home and the other as the Chesney home; 
both were demolished in the last few decades to make way for the two 
modern palaces which too have a commanding view of Riley Park and 
the Hillhurst/Sunnyside area. As mentioned previously, flooding in the 
Sunnyside area was a regular occurrence, and there were a number of 
sloughs in the area. One large slough in the vicinity of the 10th Street 
Safeway, bordered on the north by 4th Avenue in Sunnyside and by 
Gladstone Road in Hillhurst, was said to follow the route of an old “Indian 
Trail”; in fact, much of the Sunnyside district itself was originally a native 
encampment.
End of tour

A note on the two pictures accompanying this article. The first picture, 
circa 1915, shows the excavation underway on McHugh Bluff’s eastern 
border which allowed for a gentler approach to the Centre Street Bridge 
coming from the north. The Buena Vista appears here as well as the 
Paterson and McArthur homes to the west. The second picture is a 1957 
aerial view of the bluff which illustrates well some of the slope stability 
issues encountered over the years. 

Hopefully the above will whet everyone’s appetite for next year’s Jane’s 
Walk on the Bluff, which I’m told will incorporate such upgrades as 
giveaways, souvenirs and even.....dancing girls! 

References: Cowtown (1975)- Tom Ward; Rosedale Stories: a Community 

Remembers (2000)- Kate Reeves; Hillhurst-Sunnyside Walking Tour 

(2005); the Gleichen Call (1968)- a history of Gleichen (the McHughs’ H2 

Ranch was located near the townsite)

Thanks to: Carol Stokes of Calgary Corporate Archives, local historian 

John Gilpin and to the descendents of Felix McHugh: Barbara McHugh 

and Barry McHugh

RENFREW 
AUTO SERVICE

Personalized service for your vehicle...

Serving your community for over 18 years!

403-277-8621 
1212 Edmonton Trail NE

• Brakes and Tune-ups
• Fuel injection diagnostics
• Oil/Lube/Filter
• Coolant flush
• Transmission and 
  Power Steering flush

• General Repairs
• Vehicle Inspections
• Brake flush
• Tires/Batteries
• New car and old car 
  scheduled maintenance

Owner: Earl Reimer

Join our “400 Club”. 
Call Earl for details!

TRADES CAREER START

Call 403-287-3132  www.motiveaction.com

Are you 18-30 years old? Unemployed?
Do you want to start a career in Auto 

Body, Auto Service, Heavy Duty
Mechanics or Welding?

Inquire about our FULLY FUNDED 24 week program. 
Living cost subsidies are available. Classes start monthly. 

Job opportunities available upon graduation.





Good Food Box Program
Wild Rose United Church is proud to be a depot for the Good 
Food Box program. The schedule has recently changed for 2012 
please see below;

2012 Good Food Box Order and Delivery Schedule
South of 16 Ave/ West of Centre Street

 Order Deadline Delivery Date (Wednesday’s)
 June 26th before 10:00am July 4th 
 September 11th before 10:00am September 11th
 October 16th before 10:00am October 16th
 November 20th before 10:00am November 28th

Three sizes of boxes are available: Small $20.00, Medium $25.00 and Large $30.00
Please phone: 403-277-5576 to order your box.
Please note that cash and order must be received prior to the order deadline and if mailing please 
submit order 4 days prior to deadline. Thank you!

Fostering safe communities…
With warmer weather just around the corner, many Calgarians are busy planning summer getaways. 
It is important to include property maintenance on your vacation ‘to-do’ list in order to ensure bylaw 
compliance and the safety of your property by making your home look “lived in” while you are 
away.

• Ensure your yard is maintained by having your landscaping tended to by a neighbour or lawn care 
service. 
• Before you leave, trim tree branches that may cause obstructions or reduce visibility of activities 
occurring on your property.
• Stop mail and newspaper deliveries or have them regularly picked up by a neighbour. Piles of 
papers or fl yers may alert potential burglars to your absence and can also cause unnecessary litter 
in your community if left to blow away.
• Arrange for a house sitter or someone to check your property regularly. This will help to prevent 
crimes of opportunity, such as graffi ti or break-ins.
• Be sure to check with your home insurance company prior to your vacation. Many insurance 
companies have a number of requirements about how homes should be looked after while you are 
away. 

By ensuring your property is taken care of while you are away, you can relax and enjoy your vacation 
knowing you have done your part to promote safer communities.

36 - 4th Street NE
1½ blocks north of Memorial Drive

on southbound Edmonton Trail. 
Mon: Noon-6pm 

Tues to Thurs: 11am - 7pm 
Fri: 11am-5pm 

Sat: 10am-6pm    Sun: Noon-4pm

Bridgeland’s 
Fashion Boutique
All new fashions - all the time!

403-508-2033

FREE On site Parking!





CHCA Community Hall 
Activities and Events
June Community Calendar
01........................CHCA Traffic & Planning Meeting 7-10pm
08........................CHCA Board Meeting 7pm
15........................CHCA Traffic & Planning Meeting 7-10pm
22........................CHCA Traffic & Planning Meeting 7-10pm
29........................CHCA Traffic & Planning Meeting 7-10pm

June at the Hall
SUNDAYS:  Pentecostal Church Public Service 10am – noon
  Yoga, 4-5pm. For info call Angela 403-276-1720

MONDAYS:  Fitness Class 5-7pm
  For info call Lana 403-999-5373
                        Dance and Fitness 7:30 - 9:30pm 

TUESDAYS:  Open Dance Class with Ms. Emily 4 - 7pm  
  For info call 403-875-7465

WEDNESDAYS:  Fitness Class 6:30-7:15am, Call Lana 403-999-5373
  CHCA Playgroup 10 – 11:30am 
  For info call Stacie 403-670-6872
  Bible Study 5-7:30pm
  Tai Chi 7:30 – 9:30pm

THURSDAYS: Fitness Class 5:30-8pm
  For info call Lana 403-999-5373

For more a more detailed Hall Calendar and for event and activities 
contact information please visit:
http://www.calgaryarea.com/nw/crescenthts/calendar/diary.asp

Crescent Heights
High School Alumni
Crescent Heights 10th Annual Golf Classic
The 10th annual Crescent Heights High School Alumni Golf Classic will 
be held at the Canal at Delacour Golf Course on Tuesday, June 19, 2012.  
Everyone is welcome to enter either as an individual or as a four person 
team.  Great golf, steak lunch, and prizes.  Information and entry forms 
available at chhsalumnigolf@shaw.ca

Volunteers For Centennial Celebrations Needed
There are still many opportunities for volunteers for the 100th Anniversary 
of Crescent Heights High School celebrations.  There will be a volunteer 
meeting early in the fall for anyone interested in working on various 
committees.  Currently we are in need of a person who is experienced in 
the Public Relations area and who would be experienced in working with 
media.  For further information e-mail chhsalumnigolf@shaw.ca

CHCA Safe Communities
A key element of crime prevention is ‘getting to know your neighbors’. 
Activities that may have been previously unreported become suspicious 
as a result of knowing more about those living near you. The ‘treat others 
as you would like to be treated’ also occurs when an individual become 
acquainted with persons in the community.

The CHCA Safe Communities Group is eager to support events within a 
block, several blocks or throughout Crescent Heights’ community in its 
entirety with the goal of getting residents to meet each other.

Please think of what you would like to participate in as an individual or 
a family and email your ideas to creshtswalk@gmail.com or drop a note 
through the mail slot at the CHCA hall, 1101 2nd Street NW. Let us know 
if you are interested in helping with the organizing as well.

One of the ideas that came out of Building Safe Communities is that it 
would be great for interested individuals to walk together in order to get to 
know each other, our other neighbors and more about the neighborhood. 
A group of us have decided to meet to do just that, in order to make our 
streets more welcoming!
 
If you are interested, please join us for our first walk on Monday, June 11 
at 7pm, at the community hall.  We will meet each Monday - same time, 
same place. Please dress for the weather.



Community Connections

Get involved!
Your community 

needs... YOU!

2nd Annual
Marlborough Park

LEGO
CONTEST!

Sept. 22
Email for more details:

marlpark@shaw.ca
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Crime Statistics
Statistics for: Crescent Heights

 12 YTD 11 YTD 12 APR 11 APR
 Robbery Commercial               1 (0)        1 (0) 0 (0)  1 (0)
 Robbery Street  1 (0) 2 (1) 0 (0) 1 (1)
 House Break And Enter 15 (2) 13 (2) 7 (1) 2 (0)
 Shop Break And Enter 6 (0)      15 (2) 4 (0) 1 (0)
 Theft Of Vehicle           3 (0) 7 (1) 0 (0) 1 (1)
 Mischief To Property              6 (4) 9 (7) 1 (0) 1 (0)
 Property Damage                     9 (2) 14 (3) 3 (0) 1 (0)
 Theft Under                             16 (3) 11 (2) 4 (2) 2 (0)
 Theft From Vehicle      19 (1) 11 (1) 4 (1) 3 (1)
 Aggravated Assault                0 (0) 0 (0) 0 (0) 0 (0)
 Assault With Weapon               0 (0) 3 (2) 0 (0) 1 (1)
 Assault Causing Bodily Harm  0 (0) 2 (2) 0 (0) 1 (1)
 Assault/Common Assault         1 (1) 4 (4) 0 (0) 1 (1)     

Community Liaison Offi cer 
Monthly Report
Tip of the Month: How do I report a bad driver / how do I report a traffi c 
concern in my neighbourhood?

If you would like to report a dangerous driver or an incident, please call 
the Calgary Police Service non-emergency line at 403-266-1234 or 911.

Citizens concerned about traffi c problems at specifi c locations in their 
neighbourhoods - such as speeding in school or playground zones or 
drivers running red lights - can request photo radar or portable red light 
camera enforcement.

To submit a request for photo radar or the portable red light camera, 
call the Calgary Police Service Traffi c Section at 403-295-7900 or fi ll 
out a request form online at http://www.calgarypolice.ca/sections-traffi c-
service-form.html 

The Crossroads Community 
Association is looking for a 

hall manager.  
The successful applicant must be congenial, flexible, 

people oriented and present a charismatic image
for the community. Must be bondable.

Please fax resume to 403 277-6205 or 
email crossroadscommunity@shaw.ca

HELP WANTED!• Doggie deli and 
 special order birthday  
 cakes — gourmet,  
 organic and hypo-
 allergenic treats
• Breed collectibles
• Unique gift items
• Pet accessories, 
 supplements, food

616 1st Avenue NE
Ph: 403-229-DOGS

For people and pets
with discerning tastes!

Under the age of two, Amanda was left abandoned in an empty suite 
along with two newborn kittens. With the tender loving care of the 
SPCA and the Northhill Vets we were given the opportunity to adopt 
Amanda. She has settled very well in her new home and has trained 
us very well in no time at all. We are especially glad to have her 
as part of our family as we lost our previous dear kitty, Smokie to 
cancer at the age of 15. Smokie was also featured in the Crossroads 

Convenor many times.                     Submitted by Ethel and Jim J.

The Best Pet Ever!
Immortalize your pet in print! It’s FREE! 

E-mail a pic to ellisevansdesign@shaw.ca 
and include a short message (50-75 words) 

explaining just why your pet is the best ever.
We’ll place your nomination in the newsletter

and your pet will be famous!
Also, if your pet is nominated you could win a 

FREE PRIZE PACKAGE courtesy of 
DOGGYWOOD! Please include a phone number
or email address to receive your prize package.

“Amanda”

Under the age of two, Amanda was left abandoned in an empty suite 
Best Pet Ever Nominee!



4,500 sq.ft. of top of the line finishing! 
This gorgeous custom home was built in 2005 on 
a large corner lot, on a private cul de sac, backing 
south onto Winston Heights Community park, with 
it’s amazing outdoor public ice rink, basketball 
courts and newer playground. 
Some of the features of this home include: 9’ 
ceilings, tons of windows for natural light. Main 
floor master bedroom, 2 bedrooms up with 
separate ensuites. Stunning library and office in 
loft area overlooking living rm. Chef’s kitchen with 
large island that seats 6, Wolf 6 burner gas range, 
Main floor laundry in mudroom. Large south back 
yard that is all patio! 
Lower level has huge Theatre Room, Rec rm with 
bar and large wine room, 4th bdrm, large exercise 
rm with built in hot tub. Heated bsmt floors. 
Amazing whole house sound system, Detached 
triple garage! The list goes on and on...

Bob Dawe Developments & MTS Holdings 
proudly offer 2 brand new contemporary homes, 
designed for the most discerning clientele. 

Whether it’s for the back 9 or the downtown board 
room, you’re literally only minutes away! 

With the first home complete, and the 2nd only 
a month from completion, we are open to the 
public every Saturday from 2-4pm for your viewing 
pleasure. 

We guarantee you will be impressed with the 
attention to detail. 

Some upgrades and finishing include: 10’ ceilings, 
top of the line appliances, heated bsmt floors, 
solid core doors, steam shower, wet bar with wine 
fridge, 30’x146’ lot. Fully Finished Bsmt.

BOB DAWE (Realtor)
Re/max real estate (central)

403-850-4955  bobdawe@shaw.ca

OPEN HOUSE 

  EVERY SUNDAY - 2 to 4pm

OPEN HOUSE 

   EVERY SATURDAY - 2 to 4pm





A Message from 
your Alderman 
Druh Farrell
Many Ward 7 communities have a beautiful 
urban forest, with stately old trees providing 
shade to neighbouring homes, sidewalks and 
parks. The City of Calgary is committed to 
protecting and preserving trees that create this 
wonderful canopy and add character to our 
neighbourhoods.

As early as 1899, City Council recognized the 
importance of trees and passed the first public 
tree protection bylaw. The Parks Department 
maintains and cares for public trees located in 
parks, road rights-of-way, and other City owned 
lands. While The City Public Tree Bylaw assists 
us in maintaining and preserving our urban 
forest, it unfortunately does not protect trees 
on private property. Strategies for encouraging 
landowners to preserve trees on private property 
are currently being explored. 

Through volunteer programs such as 
“Neighbourwoods”, Parks encourages Calgarians 
to assist in maintaining our public green spaces 
and trees. Participants in the residential street 
tree planting initiative are given a tree to be 
planted on City property, and are responsible for 
caring for the tree. A handful of communities are 
selected to participate annually, and this year we 
are pleased that West Hillhurst was chosen. 

If you are interested in protecting the urban forest 
and would like to volunteer in a neighbourhood 
park or green space, please contact 3-1-1 or 
visit Calgary.ca to learn more.

Support your community!
Buy your membership today.

Membership form on page 30!

Dr. Laura Brescia, DDS, BSc

We are a family oriented dental clinic conveniently located in Bridgeland. Our goal
is to provide outstanding dental care in a relaxed and comfortable environment.

We welcome people of all ages, with wide ranging dental needs including...

Please join us in welcoming Dr. Greg Broyde to our Bridgeland Dental team!
Dr. Greg Broyde, DDS, BSc

939 General Ave NE • 403-262-1581
www.BridgelandDentalCare.com

NEW! Extended hours!

• Teeth whitening and cosmetic dentistry
• Examinations and cleanings
• Crowns
• Tooth removal and wisdom teeth
• White fillings
• Porcelain fillings, onlays and inlays

• Children’s dentistry
• Invisalign® orthodontics
• Root canals
• Treatment of anxious patients
• Emergency dental care

FIND US ON FACEBOOK!
EXTENDED HOURS - early morning, 

evenings and Saturday appointments. 
Now Accepting New Patients!

We are also hiring part time or full time 
sales consultants. Let us show you how 

you can earn extra money.
For more information, kindly contact 

Sherry at 403-808-0841 or Imee at 403-
401-1894. Fax 403-262-8971. 

www.cooking-revolution.com

Elite-Cuisine Ltd.
(Authorized Saladmaster Dealer)

102–1000 Centre Ave NE
Calgary, AB   T2E 9C4

Would you be interested to have free gourmet meals that are 
prepared and cooked in a healthy way? Our products are the 

perfect tools to a healthy life style!
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Babysitter/Nanny w/ Police check, CPR cert.
Casual days, eves, weekends, short term.  
House sitting. Call Janice at 403-276-8182.

Check out the new Avon Catalogue 
Beauty, Body, and Home - Tracy Moland 

Avon Independent Representative -
403-266-1852  tlmdances@gmail.com

Mary Kay Cosmetics 
and Dreamlashes by Debbie
VISIT www.debbiemaier.ca

or call 403.607.4758 

Hughes’ House B & B. Crescent Hts. area. 
Family-friendly. Visiting relative specials.
403.804.4431  Visit www.hugheshouse.ca

Book for Sept today - limited space. Bridge-
land location. 1st Aid, Police check. 6:30am-
5:30pm including Pro Days.t 403.265.9274

Lotus Belly Dance Studio w/Ariellah
Exercise, Laughs, Self-Esteem Booster

247-9776 All year! www.bellydancetoo.com

Ever use the Internet? Make it work for you!
Register for free - Smart Points when you share

Click for a chance at cash and prizes.
http://jedes.homepagepays.com

Office/Corp, Receptions/Weddings, Private
Professional Red Seal Chef. 403.828.1488
Visit us at: www.afinebalancecatering.com

Kindermusik at Renfrew Community Center
Sing, Play and Learn with your child
For more info please call (403) 457-4126  
or email: placusta@me.com

Clean home = peace of mind! 
Clean, sort, organize, discard in your home. 
I can help! Call 403.265.9274. Ref available.

TLC CLEANING, Licensed, Insured,
Bondable, WCB Covered, excellent rates 
and references, enviro friendly options too! 
Free estimates, call Carol at 403-614-8522

ONLY PERFECT CLEANING SERVICES
References/Bonded. Free est. Non-abrasive, 
ph-neutral, biodegradable supplies + microfi-
bre cloths for top quality residential cleaning. 
Call (403) 719-4052 or (587) 434-0798.

Tony Peterson Eavestrough
Free estimates, prompt service, quality work
Call Tony 403-230-7428 (Since 1990)

GUTTER DOCTOR - Eavestrough clean and 
repair, fascia/soffit repairs, d/spouts, flashing. 
Insured and guaranteed. Call (403) 714-0711

CLASSIFIED ADS WORK! 
PLACE YOUR AD

$$$       TODAY!       $$$

Area Classified Ads All Classified ads must be prepaid

Call 403-276-8108 to book your ad.

CASH

CHEQUE

For more info

please contact:

...real
results!

Real people...

                          KAY GEAREY
Isagenix Consultant

www.kaygearey.isagenix.com
403-512-3467 • kaygearey@me.com

Release weight and feel great!
World leader in whole body

nutrition and cleansing

CLASSIFIED ADS

WORK
...FOR YOU!

Family Nutrition, Weight Loss
Sam Rafoss, RHN, NNCP, 403.988.7507
www.cherubconsulting.com

Hall manager - Crossroads Comm. Assoc.
Must be congenial, flexible, people oriented. 
Must be bondable. Fax resume to 403-277-
6205 or email crossroadscommunity@shaw.ca

Tub tired looking-hard to clean-don’t like the
color? Call Obe or Arlene at BathMaster for 
all your refi nishing needs! Call 403-293-4810 
or calgary.bath@bathmaster.com

Call Today for a FREE ESTIMATE
310-3867 (DUMP)

or Book Online at www.310-DUMP.com

Tree Services - removal, prunning. We can 
cut down prior quotes - SAVE MONEY!
Call 587-351-3354 and ask for Dave!

Yabais Laundry & Linen - Rentals: napkins, 
table skirts/cloths, etc. Free pick-up & delivery 
for all laundry. Licensed and insured. Call 403-
771-0648 or email: yabais11@hotmail.com 

Dale Jackson - experienced piano teacher. 
Mt. Royal branch instructor. All ages, all levels. 
Pleasure, performance, exams, competition.
116-6 Ave NW. Call 403-277-3307 for info. 

BLUE REEF PLUMBING  403-923-2918
24 hr Service, Seniors discount

$50 OFF NEXT REPAIR!
Drain cleaning, renovations, all services!

ALL WORK GUARANTEED!
Superior Plumbing - Journeyman Plumber
Gas fitter. Bathrooms/Hot Water Tank/etc
No job too small! 403-477-9754
superior.plumbing@hotmail.com

Experienced high school math/science 
teacher will tutor your Grades 6 - 11 student 
this summer. Please call 403-275-9776!

Area Classified Ads All Classified ads must be prepaid

Call 403-276-8108 to book your ad.

CASH

CHEQUE

We are Hiring!
Three Streams Engineering Ltd. is a 

rapidly growing, dynamic and multi-discipline 
company providing leading edge in 

Engineering, Procurement, and Construction 
Management (EPCM) services to the Gas 
and Oil industry in Western Canada and 

internationally. TSE is presently focusing on 
Heavy Oil and Pipeline projects.

Apply at: career@threestreams.com

www.threestreams.com

IF YOU SUPPLY A TRADE OR SERVICE 
TO THE CENTER-NORTH INNER CITY AREA....

WHY WOULDN’T YOU BUY A CLASSIFIED AD TODAY? 
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771-0648 or email: yabais11@hotmail.com 

Dale Jackson - experienced piano teacher. 
Mt. Royal branch instructor. All ages, all levels. 
Pleasure, performance, exams, competition.
116-6 Ave NW. Call 403-277-3307 for info. 

BLUE REEF PLUMBING  403-923-2918
24 hr Service, Seniors discount

$50 OFF NEXT REPAIR!
Drain cleaning, renovations, all services!

ALL WORK GUARANTEED!
Superior Plumbing - Journeyman Plumber
Gas fitter. Bathrooms/Hot Water Tank/etc
No job too small! 403-477-9754
superior.plumbing@hotmail.com

Experienced high school math/science 
teacher will tutor your Grades 6 - 11 student 
this summer. Please call 403-275-9776!

Area Classified Ads All Classified ads must be prepaid

Call 403-276-8108 to book your ad.

CASH

CHEQUE

We are Hiring!
Three Streams Engineering Ltd. is a 

rapidly growing, dynamic and multi-discipline 
company providing leading edge in 

Engineering, Procurement, and Construction 
Management (EPCM) services to the Gas 
and Oil industry in Western Canada and 

internationally. TSE is presently focusing on 
Heavy Oil and Pipeline projects.

Apply at: career@threestreams.com

www.threestreams.com

IF YOU SUPPLY A TRADE OR SERVICE 
TO THE CENTER-NORTH INNER CITY AREA....

WHY WOULDN’T YOU BUY A CLASSIFIED AD TODAY? 
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Off the Shelf
Book Review by Judith Umbach

The Ghost Brush
by Katherine Govier

A few months ago, I reviewed The Thousand 

Autumns of Jacob de Zoet, by David Mitchell, a 
novel about the Dutch enclave off the coast of Japan. 
The Shogun restricted the foreign concession to an 
island near Nagasaki in the eighteenth century. To 
my surprise, The Ghost Brush by Katherine Govier 
is a sort of literary twin because it describes the 
lives of the Japanese, with the Dutch making highly 
regulated visits to the mainland at the discretion of 
the Shogun. Although The Ghost Brush takes place 
over a hundred years later, the extreme control 
over the lives of the population is, if anything, more 
onerous. 

Oei is the daughter of a master Japanese painter, Hokusai, who gains 
international fame via the despised Dutch. However, in Japan art is a 
family craft. Oei and his apprentices all participate in the painting of 
Hokusai’s masterpieces. As Hokusai ages, Oei takes a greater role in her 
father’s painting, until in his very old age she paints new artworks in his 
style to raise funds to keep the household solvent. Oei is a ghost in the 

offi cial records, barely seen behind the 
reputation of her father. 

Over the years, Oei develops her own 
style and gradually gains commissions 
for her own paintings. In a time when 
women were virtually obliged to be 
subservient and to marry, Oei stays on the 
dangerous path of artist. The Shogun’s 
offi cers declare and enforce sweeping 
laws against artists and publishers, 
correctly discerning that paintings and 
books contain barely disguised criticism 
of establishment fi gures. But even the 
offi cials need entertainment, so they 
hypocritically patronize the district of 
prostitutes, nightclubs and restaurants. 
Oei straddles this night-world and the 
slums where she and her father so often 
relocated his studio to hide from the 
offi cials.

Katherine Govier entertains us with a magical story of historical importance, 
gleaned from ghostly records. Her beautiful language paints scenes in the 
seething city as well as in the forested countryside. The details that build 
the action convey how Japanese painting is done and why it is universally 
admired.






