
Crescent Heights planning and development project

In the winter of 2015 the Crescent Heights Community Association (CHCA) identified 
the need for a comprehensive plan that could address the existing and forthcoming 
issues associated with land use and development in the neighbourhood. The Faculty 
of Environmental Design Urban Lab at the University of Calgary was approached to 
work together with the CHCA to develop this study. The Crescent Heights Planning 
and Design Project will focus on current urban development issues and produce a final 
report that addresses the most pressing issues and provides potential strategies for 
future development.  
 
Public engagement is a key component of the process. We will be hosting an workshop 
to work with community members to understand the current situation and identify the 
key issues and opportunities for the neighbourhood.

Saturday, July 18th 2015, 10am to 12pm 
Crescent Heights Community Hall

workshop
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Please join us:

Saturday July 18th 2015
10am to 12pm 
at the Crescent Heights 
Community Hall. 

We would welcome your 
feedback and look forward to 
seeing you.
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context historic evolution

Crescent Heights is an inner-city community located in north-
central Calgary. The community is bounded by the Trans-
Canada Highway (16 Ave) and Sunnyside Bank Park to the 
north and south respectively. 4 Ave NW and Edmonton Tr NE 
are the west and east boundaries of the community.

Crescent Heights is located in close proximity to some of the 
City’s major attractions including Downtown, Prince’s Island 
Park, the Calgary Zoo and the Bow River. 

One of the first steps in the Crescent Heights Planning and 
Development Project is to complete an in-depth analysis of 
the community, to better understand the development that 
is currently taking place, as well as the structure, dynamics, 
assets and issues of the community. Therefore, the following 
community elements were analyzed:

• Historical overview
• Environmental features
• Neighbourhood statistics
• Land subdivision and land use
• Open Space and urban forest
• Transportation network
• Future lrt alignment and right of way analysis
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historic timeline

Calgary was          
established

Crescent 
Heights was 
founded by
Archibald J. 
McArthur 

Crescent Heights is annexed by the 
City of Calgary in 1911 & established 

as a neighbourhood in 1914

Real estate   
office building, 

North Hill 

First streetcar connecting Crescent 
Heights in 1911

View from Crescent 
Heights showing the 

Rocky Mountains

Crescent Heights 
Fire & Police Station

Crescent Heights 
Feed & Flour Store

1895

1911/14

1920s

ca. 1940

1957

1973

1974 - 1976

1947/48

Calgary Public Library - 
Crescent Heights Branch

View of downtown from 
Crescent Heights

The Crescent Park Community 
Association ceased to exist, due to 
decreased community attendance, 

commitment  & engagement A group of citizens met to reactivate 
the Community Association, which 
led to the reopening & name change 

to Crescent Heights Community  
Association

First trolley bus on Crescent Heights 
line coming off Louise Bridge

The Crescent Park                           
Community Association was            

organized & incorporated

1914 - 1920s

1907

1910

1875

Today
Crescent Heights is located in 

the inner city of Calgary & 6,235 
people live in the community  

today (2014)

Source: City of Calgary, 2010 & Glenbow Archives, 2015.
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environmental analysis
topography

topographical cross sections

flood hazard

Most of Crescent Heights is very flat. The northern part of the community drops 
approximately 5m from the west to the east. The most significant slope can be found 
along the escarpment in the south and southeast where the elevation drops about 35m 
within a very short distance. High slopes are the major reason why no development is 
found along the escarpment as it is simply too steep to build on. 

Two topographical cross sections below illustrate areas of interest that are characterized 
by steep slopes of the river valley embankment.

Environmental features within and adjacent to Crescent Heights are assessed, as these can 
physically limit future development or may need to be protected. This analysis is crucial, 
to guarantee that a community will not negatively impact the surrounding environment, 
but instead have a seamless transition from the built to the natural. Due to Crescent 
Heights being an established community there are minimal environmental factors that 
significantly impact the community.

In a 100 year flood event, none of the built form in Crescent Heights would be impacted, 
due to the change in elevation in the south. However, there are parts of Memorial Dr that 
are located in the flood fringe, which could limit access to the community and Downtown. 
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neighbourhood statistics
population growth (1991-2014)

crescent heights calgary

dwelling structure type (2011)

household income distribution (2011)affordability issues (1991-2011)

average monthly shelter costs (1990-2010)

age cohorts (2014)

5,751 5,710 6,235

31%

2%

57%

Converted
Structure

7%

3%

59%

7%

21%

11%

3%

average value of dwelling (1990-2010)

1990 2000 2010

$140,365

$203,872

$537,906

$144,477 $196,628 $455,691

$ $ $
$767

$1,004
$1,370

$827 $1,018 $1,386
1991 2001 2011

$ $ $
$532

$756
$1,029

$641 $826 $1,123
1991 2001 2011

Owned Dwelling Rented Dwelling

average number of persons
per census family (2014)

2.5 3.0

Source: City of Calgary, 2014 & Statistics Canada, 1991-2011.

201420011991
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land subdivision & land use
land subdivision

land use

In Crescent Heights, the dominating land use is residential, especially single-
family dwellings. However, compared to Calgary’s average, there is a large 
share of multi-family housing, especially in the southeast corner. The main 
commercial corridors are located along 16 Ave, Centre St and Edmonton 
Trail NE.

There are not many institutional buildings, except the Crescent Heights 
High School, Community Hall, the Emergency Operations Centre and a few 
religious buildings. Open spaces can mainly be found along the southern 
border on the Bow River.

share of residential uses

share of land use by type

Land subdivision in Crescent Heights is characterized by a significant amount 
of fragmented smaller parcels. 

Larger parcels can be found along 16 Ave, Centre St, Edmonton Tr NE and 
the southeast corner of the community. These are areas where multi-family 
residential, retail and mixed uses can be found.

43%

residential

9%

commercial

14%

open space

31%

roads

3%

institutional

43%

residential

9%

commercial

14%

open space

31%

roads

3%
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open space & urban forest
open space

urban forest (public street trees)

development impacting urban forest (2013-2015)

open space breakdown

number of trees removed and proposed type of trees removed

There is a large amount of open space in and around Crescent Heights. The 
total area of open space is 18.3 ha, which equals 14% of the community. 
Outdoor recreation & sports fields cover almost 50% while natural & semi-
natural 40% of the total open spaces.

However, the northern part of Crescent Heights does not have easy access 
to these places as almost all green spaces are located along the southern 
community border. It is worth mentioning that the Bow River Pathway and 
Prince’s Island Park are in very close proximity.

Source: http://forum.skyscraperpage.com/showthread.php?p=5189806

Crescent Heights boasts a beautiful urban forest. There is a large amount 
of mature street trees in the northern residential areas as well as along the 
southern escarpment of Crescent Heights. These trees are often lost in 
redevelopment.

However, the major commercial corridors of 16 Ave, Centre St and Edmonton 
Tr NE lack street trees.
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transportation
road hierarchy

vehicle transportation traffic countsactive transportation user counts

walksheds

modal split getting to work (2011)

transit network

Pedestrians comprise the majority of active 
transportation in Crescent Heights. The most intense 
active transportation occurs on 12 Ave and 16 Ave.

More than 10,000 cars cross 16 Ave in total during 
the peak times (7-9am and 4-6pm). Centre St and 
Edmonton Tr NE follow as the next busiest roads, 
moving between 6,001 and 10,000 cars. The local 
streets do not exceed a total traffic volume of 3,000 
cars during peak times.

It is important to mention that the traffic counts were 
not taken at the same time. The time frame ranges 
from 2003-2014, which means that comparisons 
between intersections have to be treated carefully as 
they might not represent the current status. 

Source: Statistics Canada, 2011.

The road hierarchy illustrates that 16 Ave, Centre St 
and Edmonton Tr NE are skeletal or at least partially 
arterial roads, which allows for a great connection to 
major destinations in and outside of Crescent Heights. 
The rest of the roads are mostly local roads laid out in 
a grid-like pattern. 

The road network and the proximity to Downtown 
also negatively impacts Crescent Heights in a way that 
it causes high traffic volume, leading to cars cutting 
through the community and noise.

Crescent Heights is well serviced by public 
transportation. The majority of citizens in Crescent 
Heights are located within walking distance to the bus 
network. The bus stops cluster on 16 Ave, Edmonton 
Tr NE and Centre St as these are the primary 
transportation corridors. 

commercial nodes bow river pathwayhigh school
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future lrt (green line) right of way analysis
option a centre st right of way

right of way (22m - 23m) of centre st n

right of way (26m - 27m) of centre st n

right of way (29m - 30m) of centre st n

option b & c

option d

A right of way (R.O.W.) is the land set aside for public 
services such as roads, rail and infrastructure lines. The 
R.O.W. analysis is very important in illustrating the width 
of Centre St that is owned by the City and thus able to 
be redeveloped, without having to acquire land.

The critical distance is the smallest R.O.W. width 
calculated along the (centre) axis of Centre St using the 
closest parcel faces on both sides.

The R.O.W. along Centre St is very dynamic ranging 
from approximately 22m up to 30m. The cross sections 
illustrated above show the 3 different widths along Centre 
Street. The critical distance along Center St is 21m. This 
information is very key when analyzing the Future Green 
LRT and redevelopment of Centre St.

The LRT runs along Centre St, 
including the bridge, at grade 
with a ground level stop at 9 
Ave. The line would then go 
underground as it continues 
north with a stop at 16 Ave.

The C-Train bridges Prince’s 
Island Park and tunnels into 
the escarpment to the south 
of Crescent Heights. There 
are two planned underground 
stations (at 9 Ave and 16 Ave).

Option B and C only differ in 
downtown, but are the same for 
the area in Crescent Heights, 
which is why only option B is 
displayed.

The LRT runs completely 
underground from Calgary’s 
Downtown, under the Bow River 
and continuing all way north of 
Crescent Heights. There may 
not be a station at 9 Ave, due 
to track depth constraints.
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summary of opportunities & issues
spatial structure

Opportunities Issues 
Grid system North-south divide 

Laneways à redevelopment potential Age distribution 
16 Ave, Edmonton Tr, Centre St offer 
connection & mixed-use development 

Major roads very busy; Centre St divides 
community? 

Urban forest Redevelopment/infill taking down trees 
Bus network Social isolation, many people living alone 

Large walksheds Gap between low and high incomes 

Diverse housing options 
Low share of ownership; high fluctuation; 

lack of community 
High share in active transportation modes Gentrification 

Lower rental prices 
Centre St and Edmonton Tr with low 

pedestrian quality 
Out of flood plain  

 


