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About ICAI:
The Immigrant Council for Arts Innovation (ICAI) connects newcomer and immigrant artists, arts
administrators, creative professionals, and culture workers to the existing arts community in
Calgary, Alberta. ICAI strives to provide resources and information that assists newcomer and
immigrant arts and culture workers to turn their passion and creativity into thriving careers or
businesses. ICAI actively encourages diversity of expression and culture through the creation of
a safe and welcoming community hub where newcomers and immigrant arts and culture workers
feel free to express their distinct cultural identities through their art.

Exhibition Title :
“Stripes Marcas Flight”

Exhibition Statement:
Stripes Marcas Flight (2021) is a collection of six mixed media artworks (two paintings,
two photographs, and two drawings) from four immigrant artists, all based right here in Calgary.
The artworks are united by the overarching theme of connections. Connections from afar
between people from around the world. Connections from nearby, like the ones we are all trying
to establish with this land, Calgary/Mohkinstsis.
Jimena Odetti’s pieces, Taking Flight and Hopeful Flight, offer wings as a symbol of the
flight that the artist undertakes everyday. The flight that takes her, as an immigrant artist, to find
a new home in a new land, in a new culture. The play of colors, movements, and transparencies
invites us to undertake that same flight but inwards. This brings us closer to who we want to be
and how we want to build a home and with whom we want to share our lives. The strong, vibrant,
and natural colours symbolize the state of constant change that is the life of a migrant and the
life of an artist.
Lorianne Wigen’s pieces, The Hunt: Lion with two Elephant and Black with White Stripes Zebra, depict animals in their natural state as she experienced them in her native South Africa.
The first piece juxtaposes a lioness attentively looking over the Kalahari landscape and what she
might see, whether it’s abundance or hardship. It tells the story of two very special prides of lions
that learned how to hunt elephants. The Savuti pride and the Mapula pride learned to hunt
elephants under very different circumstances. One during hardship wrought on by a drought and
the other during a time of an abundance of food. The second piece asks the question we all have
asked: are zebras white with black stripes or black with white stripes? The artist utilizes negative
space to answer that question. She answers it the same way a 2016 scientific study did; but
mostly, she answers it the same way her father did two decades earlier. Zebras are in fact black
with white stripes.
Samuel Obadero and Cristiana Tercero’s pieces, titled Ila Marcas, are photographs
depicting body paint, in line with the traditions of West Africa, primarily Nigeria, and Central

America. The work explores socio-cultural beauty as it transcends time and space. It is an
homage to, and an appreciation of, diversity. It explores two cultures separated by an ocean, two
histories separated by time, and two artists connecting on their journey.
The different works speak of connections on multiple levels, connections that are
unbreakable even when we are separated during a global pandemic. Connections to our past, our
present, and our future. Connections that are natural and organic, metaphorical yet physical.
Connections that leave their mark on us and allow us to fly.
These artworks will be exhibited November to December in the Mini Galleries located in
Rotary Park, in partnership between the Crescent Heights Community Association and the
Immigrant Council for Arts Innovation (ICAI).

More information about Artists and Artworks:
1. Jimena Odetti
a. Artist Bio
Jimena Odetti began her career as a visual artist in her hometown of Buenos
Aires, Argentina, she lived and worked as a visual artist and university professor
in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico for 15 years. She is currently a new resident in Calgary,
Alberta, Canada. She is a Doctor in Design from University of Palermo, Argentina,
Master in Cultural Promotion and Development from UADEC, Mexico and has a
degree in Visual Arts from UNLP, Argentina.
Jimena worked as a full-time teacher and researcher in the Architecture
department at Technological Institute Mario Molina Pasquel y Henríquez,
Campus Puerto Vallarta, Jalisco, Mexico. She is a member of the National
System of Researchers, CONACYT, Mexico. She has participated in publications
and dissemination activities of culture, science, and technology at the National
and International level.
Jimena has served as an art director in galleries in Puerto Vallarta, Jalisco,
Mexico and Buenos Aires, Argentina, coordinating and managing art exhibitions.
Her artistic work is part of collections in Mexico, Argentina, Spain, Italy, United
States and Canada. She has received recognition for her artistic and academic
work in various national and international competitions.

b. Art work Exhibiting
i. Taking Flight
Wings to undertake a new flight ... as an immigrant artist, in this work I choose
wings as a symbol of the flight that I decide to undertake every day, the flight that
takes me to a new land, the flight that gives me the freedom to choose a new
path, the wings that allow me to fly with my dreams, my desires, and the wishes
to build a new life. The nature that surrounds me at the time of making this work

inspires me to include these wings, the strength and vitality of colors movement
and constant change, as a characteristic of the life of the migrant and the artist.

ii. Hopeful flight
Undertake a hopeful flight, dare to fly, depart, and reach a new destination, to find
a new home in a new land, in a new culture ... In this work, it symbolizes the wings
that the immigrant takes to start a new life, the play of colors, movement and
transparencies invite us to undertake that internal or external flight, which brings
us closer to who we want to be and with whom we want to build a home and
share our life.

c. Artist Statement
“My work as an artist has been built over time from a continuous process that
privileges the experience and the search for connections between desires,
emotions, the expression of my subjectivity and the dialogue with the material
and pictorial language. I am especially inspired by colour, as a leading component
in my visual communication, but also the different qualities of surfaces and
especially the subtleties that I find in nature.
For many years, I have been motivated by the aquatic element, shapes, textures,
and water-related colour palettes. Curves, transparencies, bubbles, drops,
submerged in water, have been the support from where I started my plastic
research and my expressive manifestation.
Currently, the creative experience, as a free and constant adventure leads me to
contemplate the environment that surrounds me, within an abstraction that seeks
to suggest, capture essences and climates that are intimately related to the
senses.
The pictorial space of my work takes place in these "visual annotations" with their
own characteristics as liquid / solid elements, that flow, change shape, overflow,
splash and meet other organisms that inhabit them, transform them. This is
where I experiment with the contrast of materials, liquids, rough surfaces,
transparent, opaque, bright, dark, reflected, as a game between the plastic
elements and the characteristics of the media that evoke my emotions.
The colour palette is sometimes very narrow, and layers and layers overlap of
glazes and transparencies that suggest the dynamism and constant change of
the vital world.
Sometimes the tranquility, my own femininity and the feeling of freedom are the
subjects with which I associate the flow of my work, when contemplating the flow
of life, with its slow and constantly happening, and where I immerse myself
creatively.In my experience as an artist, I am interested in the dialogue that my
work can open with the spectator.
I believe that the world we live in needs art, to connect, sensitize and share our
human condition. In that sense, I love to think that the spectator can feel emotion,
complete or transform the work at the moment of contemplation. I think it is
possible to build dialogues between work and the spectator, who manage to
remain open and evoke their own experiences, emotions and subjectivities to
meet and accompany us in the pleasure of aesthetic experience.”
-Jimena Odetti.

2. Lorianne Wigens
a. Artist Bio
Lorianne Wigens, currently living in Okotoks, Alberta, originally from South Africa
and immigrated to Canada in January of 2017. Having grown up in South Africa it
feels inevitable that wildlife would be a huge inspiration for Lorianne’s art who

has spent countless hours in the bush watching, filming, and photographing the
African wilds, thus, it was a natural progression to incorporate that experience
into the art. For Lorianne who has the good fortune to have travelled much
southern Africa, from the coastal wetlands of iSimangaliso in KwaZulu Natal,
South Africa to the arid landscape of the Makgadikgadi Pans in Botswana, one
thing remains true - southern Africa is breath-taking.
Lorianne’s art is an expression of what she loves most about Africa. The quiet
sounds of the bushveld, the whooping of the hyena as dusk falls, the smell of
elephants approaching, the spoor of a lion in the soft sand of a dried riverbed.
This is what she longs for, what she misses most, and why she draws.
Lorianne’s favourite medium is pencil, although she does use pen and soft
pastels, and have recently been dabbling in the use of watercolour in pen
drawings. Lorianne loves the black and white mystique that pencil can bring to a
drawing. It is moody and effective at highlighting the stark contrasts in everyday
life.
Lorianne hopes, in some small way, her love for African wildlife is expressed in
her drawings and that it will kindle a similar yearning in others to experience the
majestic wonder that is African bushveld.

b. Art work Exhibiting and Artist Statements
i. The Hunt – Lion with two Elephant

The only hunting of elephants that should be legal!
Botswana is home to a very special pride of lions that in the 1990’s learned how
to hunt elephants. This specialised skill has been passed down from generation
to generation and it all started with the Savuti pride and the Mapula pride in
Botswana, making these prides infamous.

What is interesting about this development is that these two prides learned to
hunt elephants under very different circumstances. One through hardship and
necessity due to a drought and the other during a time of plenty and an
abundance of elephants. My picture depicts a lioness attentively looking over the
Kalahari landscape and what she might see, abundance or hardship.

ii. Black with White stripes – Zebra

Often posed as a joke, “Is a zebra white with black stripes or black with white
stripes?”
It has finally been decided. For many years naturalists believed that zebras were
white with black stripes, however, in 2016 a published study identified that zebras
are in fact black with white strips.
This artwork is an expression of my Dad always joking that a zebra was black
with white stripes, who knew that 20 years later he’d be proven right.

3. Samuel Obadero & Cristiana Tercero
a. Artist Bio
i.

Samuel Obadero
Sam is an award-winning digital photographer and social advocate from
Nigeria, he received the Calgary Catholic Immigration Society’s New
Canadian Artist Award and was also named the Calgary Central Library’s

first Newcomer Artist in Residence. His thought provoking-work
celebrates global beauty and cultural identity.

ii.

Cristiana Tercero
Cris(tiana) is Calgary-based visual artist from Nicaragua, experimenting
with Illustration and Animation. She started her adult life as an
advertising graphic designer, but her involvement in cultural programs and
social activism since an early age redirected the intention of her work
towards protest art around feminism, social rights, and equality.

b. Art work Exhibiting
“Ila-Marcas”

c. Artist Statement
Artist Statement: Sam
My work explores socio-cultural beauty as it transcends time and space.
People fascinate me. Observing and appreciating diversity is the core of my
existence and the driver of my art form.
Artist Statement: Cris
With roots from the central Americas, I have grown to constantly appreciate the
human story. Exploring cultures, their history and tradition as they evolve,
influences my art form and my life values. At this point in my artistic journey, I
am immersed in the Afro-Latino culture.

